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DOMES, BALLS, AND STAMPED FORMS

Domes, balls, and stamped forms used as ornaments of decora-
tion give more weight and lustre to the design than units and
motifs made of wire; they may be used as single units or may be
formed into motifs for decoration. Domes are often used in place
of stones and treated as the center of interest; they are made by
cutting disks from sheet metal and forming them into domes,
which may be decorated by piercing, carving, chasing, or by apply-
ing wires or units of metal. The dome often forms the founda-
tion of a piece of jewelry such as a brooch, ring, or clasp as shown
in Figs. 69, 70, 86, 87, 102, 103.

Balls of the same size or graded sizes must be made of a meas-
ured amount of material. This is accomplished by cutting coils of
wire into rings. The size of the ball is determined by the gauge of
the wire from which the coil is made and the size of the mandrel on
which it is coiled; each ring is melted to form a ball- If balls do
not have to be graded to size scraps of any gauge metal may be
melted into balls.

Stamped forms are cut from light-weight metal with a flat
steel tool with straight sharp edges. These forms may be domed
with a tool or in a forming die and decorated by applied wire of
with carved lines.

DOMES

The following silver sheet is required:

Sterling silver sheet 24-, 26-, or 28-gauge for rings or bracelets.
Fine silver sheet 24-, 26-, or 28-gauge for brooches, necklaces.

Heavier gauge silver is often used for the foundation dome.